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you, if discretion bad been shown in
thai direction, would you regard that
as an unwise policy? c
- Ashford, after some thought, admit
ted he would.

Aiken said - he thought "

the land
laws of the . Territory- - are sadly In
need of revision. ' It was originally
copied from the land laws of New

, Zealand. He would divide the pub-
lic lands Into three' divisions for
handling one, the sugar lands he
would have leased to sugar planters;
all other'- - cultivated land to home-
steaders, and the; high land. xf . small

I value 'and 1 fit only for ' grazing, , he
would; lease as such to any appll-- .

Cant 8. ' W". '

Fisher then made . Inquiry into the
Territorial laws, affecting, the home
steader who forfeits his, rights. Ash-for- d

and Aiken agreed that the home
steader was paid back, the value o
his improvements. Governor Frear,
asked if this, were so, said It is not
It was the old law, but he said is
true no. longer, under the amended
laws.

Aiken , said that 7 and 8 per cent Is
the usual and the legal rate of Inter
est That was disputed.

;. discussion? as apparently the . only
?L . it . I aft . .

; WS&AAV 411. feSf-- 116 DMU U1M
S per cent is the legal rate.

A general laugh- - was raised when
Fisher asked. Mr... Peck. what, the us--

. had. never f tried to' use-- it and there
tore was. not an authority on that

'point. ' ;.."' -
' - Mr. Aiken, on being excused, asked

whofher tha Ronrjf rw l rt f on1 visit.
ing Maui before returning home. Mr.
Fisher said' he hopes . to, beable lo
visit Maul ' and inspect' some of the
homesteadlng exDeriments mentioned

A 9 ft..'r in response 10 a question . oy Mr.
T? c h rr A eh TnrA ' ct 9 taA him : rtnlnlnn
that three years' bona ;fide-- residence

. on homesteads should be sufficient
to perfect title in this regard. He

'" also "thought that the choice of the
' homestead system to be followed

should rest with the homesteader. In?
stead ; of the Governor or the TerrJ- -

: tonal administration.
. The discussion then turned on legal

adjudication of the Governor's discre
tion under the present laws, and Ash
ford.1 admittine that the - Su
prerae Court has held' against the
homesteader In the Kalwiki' case, said
that this case did not-involv- e t the

v question of the Governor s discretion.
Attorney Olson thereupon referred to
another case, the Graham case, in
volving the Governor's discretion, had

-- been settle J Infavor of discretionary
Dowers for the Governor, in the Cir
cuit ' Court. Secretary risner saia
Li. , . m.. i

,, nal adjudication of the question.
'Richard I vers Called. - , . ;

After this, Richard Ivers of Brewer
& Co. v:z.s called .x:pon xid&cked as

Ivers declared; that it would be a
good thins: for the sugar trade to

.' have the lands held in smaller hold-- ,'

ihgs. provided that the lands would
V y.a. rlit thla would solve
"V .1. - 1 n..V1,tn .

i He said he thought the plantations
would be glad to make contracts with

. Referring to possible competition of
sugarmills for cane raised, by home

" stead era, Mr. Ivers said that no 'mill
would ; be willing to . increase its ca

. rnrttr ft'lthout assurance of tv con- -
.

. tract of some years. r t -

He declared that there is actual
. competition among Hllo mills, . and

ment among miiis- - 01 uu-- . lerrituij.
' ' m tn thft trlce they "would, cay-fo- r

. misconception as- - to the sugar profits

secretary i iur iucu miucu

tering". of stock by, plantation corpor-'-,
atlons.: Mr. Ivers said: that possibly

- In two' or three Instances plantations
vhirh. u'pr "unusually, and unexpect
edly profitablemore might have been
nut in stock than the actual anvest-- r

ment in the plantations. r
'

Asked, as to the relative efficiency
of various races, Mr. ivers saw tnis
depended on the occupation,, saying

" . Timi..ivia cum mnt' cfflrlpntiua k . iiftn iiu . " - v. , w-.- -.. .

aa , teamsters, . cijmbows,- - etc:; Portu-
guese at pick and shovel work, and
lannncco in rftni' hOICST and WOrk Of

that kind. He said the steady; work
on tne pxaniaiiona uot uui 1

; the Hawaiian, and. doubted vvrneiner

- now is as progressive as the Jap
anese. vv:v-- -

He declared .that 'there is no "work
. la the Hawaiian Islands-- , that- - the

mon n't rin if Ha chooses to
00 bo. 1 nere is rpuu uu.ui wu-men- t;

agalns)f a white man working
in the neias." ; :

, i. Asked if k successful homesteadlng
system by iwhites would result In a
system of itenanti farmers 'by Japan
ese or others, he said he didnt know.

: White met might stay tf hey could
' ' r

make a good living. -
.

."Do thef plantation want Xo, bring
these Immigrants here as; laborers, r
as land adders r asked .Mr. Fisher.

V"ln thel beginning they might, have
? come as laborers, tbut 1 1 . dont. think;

Mr. Secretary, that -- you wUl find that
; ; the plantations are In 'favor ; or land'
" hodlers.

-- .Mr. Ivers also ventured the opinion
that If fifteen years ago the Islands
. .I. 1 V WMU .UW '

.1.1. J . k . a ..a.iI'V vrV. onow eiuier uie syEieui uwy;uo "
it is at present or. there would be no

tations are not in business for their

Secretary Fisher queried Mr." Ivers
- as ; to wnotner or not, 11 mere; u
- Ian nn(tic Vto larva nriVfttA

, developed (the industry. Mr. ; Ivers
rtfttihted if the covernment could
have done; It as successfully. Pf
vate capital has done.
rVHna Aflalnst Planters.

The Secretary! then asked Mr. Ivers

If he were conscious . of any antag
onism on the part of the community
to .the plantlngr, lntereata,; Mr. Irera
said be is not conscious of any such
feeling except possibly on the' part
of a few individuals who bad lived
here a long time and: "seen opportu
nities pass them by. . : f

He also said that the pineapple in
dustry prosperity depends upon the
sugar Industry indirectly. r

He said three Brewer A Ca plan
tations near Hllo last year paid an
aggregate of about 8l0,000 for cane
cut In the field last-year- . , i

Work, for Immigranta, . i

Mr. 1vent briefly reviewed the work
of the-Territori- al Board of Immigra
tion. He said the Russians, whijenot
good plantations; laborers, are good
workers in other occupations

Fisher asked abeut the obstruction
of Immigrants going , away, bringing
up the matter of Immigrants arrested
as witnesses when trying to getaway
to the Coast Ivers said this might
have . been " done in one . or two In
stances , and v explained briefly the
raids made on Hawaiian labor In the
Pst-- --h'- i

Mr. Ivers told how California ob
jects to Immigration largely because
of the fact that laborers have been
brought from Hawaii and become pub
lic charges. .

..

"I can understand the exasperation
you feel here when you bring in labor
at considerable expense and someone
comes along'and takes It away .from
yon," ; smiled. Secretary Fisher, ; ; .;!

Ivers was asked by Attorney- - Olson
a little later if he knew of any home-
steads : taken- - up - under Governor
Frears administration, which : have
since been sold or leased. Mr, Ivers
said-h- e did not-- - v''?i:-;- :

: This ended the "morning- - hearing
except for some desultory question
ing on minor points.; and Secretary
Fisher announced that the hearings
will continue at 9:30 o'clock tomor
row morning. ' '".
DETAILED STORY; OF .

FISHER HEARING TODAY

Fisher: Well, gentlemen, we will
not wait for the Delegate.Mr.1 Ah--

ford. Is here . - -- r
Mr. Aiken, will you take one of

these chairs over here? "
. :

I understand that yon are. planning
to go away at noon and before you go.

I thought we had better take advan-- r

tage of your being, here' to ask you
some questions; What' is your full
nameTv v-

Aiken: Worth ' O. Aiken. ' --

WhereFisher: - do you live?" :

Aiken: Maui V
Fisher: What Is - your; occupation?
Aiken: SmalV farming generally;
Fisher: When: did you first come

to the Islands? .. . ; ; - ;

-- Aiken: - In .189L m

Fisher: And if J may ask, now old
were you then?; ' -

'
- J-

Aiken:;'. About 18 . V. "
Fisher: How soon did you begin to

work for yourself? ' " ;

t ;

Aiken; What do you mean? V ;

Fisher; Well I. mean . independent
ly., of your own accord; tell .us how
you got Into the Government employ.

Aiken:-- : I went Into, the Govern-
ment employ when r first .came here.
At-firs- t I taught school ;. In- - fact I
practically worked for myself the sec
ond, day after.1 1 landed herein . j

Fisher: .When did you first become
what you call a "small farmer?" .

Aiken : Well. ' like many others, I
came here and acquired a wife and
family and had to dQ." something, to
support .them, so Lstarted to, work for

. Fifcher: What year was that?
Aiken: In 1900.v 1; - :v V

' Fisher: What did you do, tell i us
about- it - . r ;: :

Started Small Farming.
Aikca.:. .Well I.had. to.get a, house

for .myself, so I v looked around and
found", a place that; was vacanf and
bought it ( ti.vv v.tv"

. Fisher: ' Where -- was this? .4
Aiken : In Makawao. ; h v. I

-

f Fisher: On what Island?;
: Aiken: Maui.; -

Fisher: How large a tract was It?
: Aiken: : Some 300. acres '

DidFisher: it have --a. house on it?
Aiken: Yar.. ': i '. ' :

; Fisher: Who owned it? ; -- ; : :

Aiken: At the time I bought it It
belong to an Englishman named von
Tempsky. .

"'
Fisher: Did he have a UUe to tne

land; : did you buy it. frem him? ;

Aiken : - Yes, T ; bought it from him.
Fisher: What kind. of land waa.lt?

TO " what was if best- - adapted ?
Aiken: It was originally planted to

coffee: it was well adapted to it Parta
of.it were planted In pane. ,TJie' cus;
torn was at that time-t- o plant cane or
the upper lands where there, was more
rainfall; and use the lower lands fori
dairying purposes, r . ; i r;

Fisher: What was it being used ior
'when-you"bought.lt-

?i- -- V
' '- -

Aiken; Chiefly for dairying,
, FisherC "What did you use it' for?

Have ; you ever undertaken " to Taise
any cane on it? "

Aiken: No. ' : '
! ''

Fisher: ' Are there other small far
mers in that Vicinity? . V..- - "(

V- - Aiken: Yes. ur;' K'Ay: r'''
:

' Fisher: - There are quite a number?
Aiken: .Yea. sir. . , s.'.'. 7 '

. Fisher: How large 'tracts do they,
'own?frr; , . i- ---

:
'

' : Aiken: Well," anywhere from 40 to
'100 acres. ,

"

Fisher; Are tlley what have . been
called whites here in this discussion
oriHawaiianr, ;or Portuguese ,pr Ja--.
panese? ',i ' -- .:

; '.: 'U
, Aiken c ..Well; we have practically

all races there-Chlnes- e,r Japanese
Portuguese, Hawailans and "whites,"
as you call them. . ? i'
Many Small- - Holders, , ,

-

Flsher:,.t Among these people are
there those who have small holdings?

Aiken: . Yes,. sir. I1.): .v''
Fisher: . Now, do any of them raise

cane on the lands? , f.--'"Aiken: ' No.
, Fisher: : In. what , kind of farming

'are - they. usually engaged?'
Aiken : - Some hundred odd Portu-

guese families are living Just back of
us; their chief crop is grapes. There
la . a . winery 'there and they sell their
grapes, to the winery. They, are also
.raising " a ; great mnay r vegetables
which they take to sell In the plantsi
tloa ; camps below. : . : , : . ; '. .?;
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Fishery Do they own their lands ?
- Aiken: They own. their own lands.

Fisher: now. : did they - acquire
title --by 'purchase from Individuals,
or by homsteadings from the Govern
ment? , ; - V

v-- Aiaen : aiost. 01 tnem , were ac
quired - by purchase; : but some ? were
acquired' from the. Government by
homesteadlng.

. Fisher: Had the lands which theyi
acquired ever been used to raise
sugar cane?

Aiken: - No, they had never been
used for that purpose.:. '

Fisher: i Was none of this land
wmcn is neia in smau ; tracts ever
Used for sugar cane land?

Aiken: Well, with the exception
of a part of the tract I have and a.
little below, that is lower down, but
not much of It u ':;:::; "rx-J.-

Fishert Are there large sugar
plantations In that vicinity? . ! - ?
v .Aiken: ; ; Yes, within a mileiof my
place there is a plantation camp, but
they: are for the most : part further
down. I: believe I am the highest
planter In the : Territorfy (In. eleva
tion). y:. jy r:

' " .: .

Fisher: Would this land' belonging
to these small holders be adapted, to
raising, sugar cane?.;

Aiken 1 " Yes certain varieties.
Fisher? - Is ... there any reason why

the lands- - to which you -- have referred
could not be used to raise sugar cane,
except that-th- e people prefer, to raise
other: crops? ; . . - : : .

-
. k

Aiken: - No, they are not as ' well
adapted to cane-raising- , but cane can
be.ralsdi there. v : ' .

Fishert ; The fact that cane is not
raised v here- - Is not: due to any unwill
ingness on the part of the plantation
to take 5 the sugar that is raised ? v
Willing to Take Sugar. . . -- ;

Aiken: The-plantation- s are always
willing.: to take any -- . sugar ;: : that Is
raised. ' '.: ' . HriW'i-''-.-- -

IFsher: When did you become con
nected with v the ..Government ' and In
what , capacity T r - :it v.r-ivif.- ; 'TsHAiken; Jnj lSOl I was employed in
thei.Tsjc; Department, where I' worked
iorr awmie,- - --I'i;.:? v

Fisher : . What duties-- did-- you-- havel
in, this office?

. Aiken: ' ; I was Deputy Tax. Asses-
sor and Collector, for the. district i -

.Fisher: Then you are thoroughly
familitri with the land situation there.

Aiken: Yes sir. ; ' i ; . . .
'

-- Fisher:- Have "you been connected
with . the Governmenb ever, since? C

Aiken: Yes.
Fisher: In what' capacity? ; :j: I
Aiken : -- 1; was : Tax--Assesso- r; for

some 13 years; and in 1905 I was ap-
pointed: Land'- - Agent for the district

Fisherr .What are your duties? ; --

Aiken: ; As Land - Agent I super
vise . the-- , government lands 5 there, '

chiefly; v and after, the lands are
opened' up and cut' up; Into: lots for
homesteads everything. .Is put" In. my
hands, to- - receive applications; 1

have-- , general charge over: the whole
thing, ;V i:,r:'U ; . .

'
Fisher:: How. much land lias been

opened) to, homesteaders under : your
supervision, approximately, ot. course?

Aiken: v I suppose perhaps .6,000 or

Fisher: y. Tell us in your; own way
what your ; experience , has been - with
the-- lands that have been opened up.

Aiken : . Well, the- - first tract open
ed was In the Nahlku District about
100 acres -- oMand..: In 1897 great ex
pectations Virere: had for 1 this : land' as
coffee : land.-- . It. seemed .very, well
adapted; as i coffee, lani." However:
there- - seemed- - to be no: moneys in the
coffee industry, .as-th- e cost of plant
ing' was too-- great But most of the
settlers proved: up by Hying : there the
required; timet;-- A; maJorityt.werePor
tuguese. ; Some of - the . lands were
taken; up by white settlers; under Spe
cial agreements,, which contained'-n- o

residence clause v but; required.--th- at

money be putt in . Improvements Most ;.

of the- - lands rwerev acquired by --the
settlers and patents Issued ; :X

, Fisher: What happened .after they
got 'their patents? . y. yy fyy I

Aiken; WeU; later the coffee In
dustry proved, not - to be a uccess The
land then JlaidMdle for some time.
Then an attempt ; was :, made: to - start
a sugar plantation :there. :'." y - t. ':

Fisher: . Who attempted to start a
sugar,, plantatlon. there?-- . v- -' . .

Phantattorr. Proved1 Faiture ; :

i Aiken; y Itvwas: started among the
settlers themselves. But. It: proved' a
failure-.a- s the : land-- , proved - not to be
adapted to- - cane, . so' the . plantation
was-- finally: closed . down; . Slnce that
time : the; landst. have-bee- n standing
Idle.. , v---

.',. :;.' ) v ... .i us .

Fisher: Have they been sold? :
Aiken: .Three rubben. companies

are-planti- ng rubber there now.,- -

iFi8her:. Who are tbe. people? .

Aiken: The holding are r quite
numerous; - : ,

- . ;. :

Fisher::; Are- - they people of: large
or smalt meaiis?,. .. . v. x ;; - .. ;: :,;

Aiken: - People - of moderate- - means.
Fisher: Even the; rubber experi- -

ment: is-no- t: being carried on? by neo- -
pie, of large. means?. -

, ; , - i A
.Alkem-iiNCv;.'.- ' -- ; -- ::,;;

Fisher: Well what has happened
tot that? iv', UV.' ivv

Aiken: 1 ; It Is running along . all
right Nahlku. Rubber Company
Is, getting.. along fine and expect to
get enough rubber next year, to pay
dividends..-y.-- v

,1 Fisher;. Are the . settlers sUll Jiv
ing on these lands? . . ;

Aiken:: Most of them have moved
away; - but some are -- working for the
rubber company. - r ' ?: . "

Fisher: Then that effort has not
resulted in getting a population on
the grounds? :

Aiken : Nov for the reason that the
climatic conditions, are-- not- - favorable,
and also due to the matter of trans
portation. ; . : xy :

.

Fisher: What- - was the reason for
the-failu- re of the coffee plantation?

.

Reasons for Failure.--

Aiken: The chief reason for fail
ure was due to the ' expense of picks
ing .the coffee; ' with the ' price they
had: to pay fdr' labor they could" not
compete with the -- market .

Fisher: Was the failure due to
highs cost of picking, or to the lack of
transportation .facilities?

AXkeaz Well, mostly to high cost
of pickings,-- as; they didn't get aa far
as marketing their " coffee. .Rut the- -
expenseof ' transportation would have

had a good deal lo do with the failure, ter. That whole 1,000 acres was prac-arth- e
road facintles were. poor, a Tne Ucally, taken, up by four families:. .

lands are rather higa uj la the woods i V How did the four families manage
ana no raaa:uj w we auierenr jois.

v Fisher: Nw you-speke- of the cost
of plckingr-w- hy did It cost so much
to-pic- k the coffee?;
i 1 Aiken: Well.laobr could not be ob-
tained, for less .than a dollar a day,
and picking is slow process.

- - Fisher;, Did the settlers themselves
pick the coffee ? .'...

: Aliens They;, worked themselves;
. most of them were Portugueses; but
had to hire additional help when the
coffee needed; . to-- be picked and the
expense was what made ; It unproJt-abl- e'

; 'i ' ? :.' ;..v .:

.Fisher: Then they , subsequently
tried sugar cane on these lands and
thlr-turned- " out badly?- -

Alkent Yesv
Fisher: Was this due to the clima--

tio conditions or to . transportation
facilities In getting the cane, to the

:yy---mill? -' ,:.

'. Aiken: - The failure, was purely dueH
to the character of the soil and clima-
tic conditions. They never got to the

.point of getting to a. mill '
... .

Flaher: Wtth -- wnat bother home--

steading venture are you acquainted?
Aiken? There has-be- en very uo--

' ce88fUl' homesteadlng a-- little further
along. In the 1 nature ; of r opening -- up
small-holding- s in - taro ianas m-m- e

r Hawaiian community; They were glr
en -- house lots of two or ; three acres
each and from one-hal- f to one acre, of
taro land. So. tar - theyt. nave been

I very successrul and ? are uouiff very
' welL- - V-;'-

-- 'yy
; Fisher r Now- - where : do - tixese peo--

nla workT do 'they confine their laobr
ercluslvelr to their own ; tare-- patchv

w m 1

tor , Bo they- - worK in me neignnonus
i plantations 7

Work on Roads.
. Aiken: There Is, no plantation to
that vicinity ; but they ; get. work on
the., roads and. trails being, built W
that locality. ' ' ' ':; ' V:":

: Fisher:.;: Suppose, this road work
should cease. or largely diminish, then
they would, have to depend upon Hy

ing s upon the produce tnatktney. raise.
-Da.yon-- think, they, could make ' h-u- r-

ing on their own products If this work

j Aiken: v Yes I think they raise suf-flHpn- t.

food for ; themselves there. - A
good many goownv- - tothe Kahulul
Railroadx.Compani, ana, wora; r w
go to Hana and work., on the piania--

unn : y y-'x- -:

Fisher : - How far are these- - planU--

tlons from, the' bomesteads? r y r -- s
a tiffin- - iranaV is aboutf 25- - miles;

nlantatlons are' 40 or 60 miles;
piRhAri r Do,the families stay i on

the homestead, ordp they ; Uke theni
with themf : y

Alken:r They usually stay; on i the
h'omesteada.'e' yr .v;'

Fisherc This- - taro land. would It
be adatped to sugar cane If .these' peo
ple were not ;lmng on xti. ' :..

. AiVAW j. Yes.tbut, not sc. great? deal
of : it: but part ofLU - would undoubt
edlyCgrowi very good, sugar canelv i

.'-- r i Fisher- - Was It government land-- in
the-beginning- .? n. ' r: . v . -

' A.tken:i'Yes,slr- - .- -.

Fisher. What other experiments
have i been mad to homesteadlng? r: v

Other Expeli-rts- v'

v OAlken: A-- number of experiments
t have been made r; A, tract was opened
upe to- - the- - early days .in ; Kahakuloa;
nn if nmned ilD . to lots Of too
large an area.i Mst ofi ther people
who applied, for, tne: low were a
ans.- - The , lands "were also too dry.
There are some very choice taro iands
however'in Kahakuloa; So that each
man. received a. lot . of- - dry-lan- d: and
In addition got his taro land. It prov-

ed an entire failure as far as the up
per lands were concerned: One of the

: reaulrements-- ' was.Uhati.the. lands
Should be fenced. It-wa- s an ansoiuxe
lmpossiDuiijpn- - wuvb ". ;. :
lands. .The Hawailans cultivated the
taro lands : and? paid no attention to

upper.lands; the consequence was
;tSatto time all :the holdings-we- re

cancellecL . S'hJ-- "'

Fisher: - The taro lands were to
eluded, to the holdings, were they, and

illatnnT.. ;,: . ; "? .... f.

. Alkenzr Yes sir.-.T- he ; taro land

" vFlsher-- r Have; these Wgher-lan- dj

ever been susxieptlbleito toiproyement
fanybody?'-- '
Aiken: They are only good for sec

bndrdasa pasture landrr r'rw
- Are they now being used for any

- ; :thing?; t used by Ha-waiia-isThey are srtlll: being
for taror lands; . theupper

lands ; are" now; under lease; - v- - "

To whom are they leased? . y
They were originally leased In fouf

lota: to four Portuguese parties; They
are now leased to

'
two white men, I

believe.. s .

: r V1:"-'v- ' ':
,What;did: they try to do with It? -

Raise : tan:yy:i "-- ',;:' r
'Jr:-"Wha- t

are - the present1 holders; try
tog:to. do wlfnit?: 'tgy XI

Raise taro By .combining
whole. . four; lots', and-.bein- g iable to
shift backr. and forth they r hope-- to
make something out of if yl -

Then, you dnn'tl think-- . that-- land la

a matter of "'a', great deal of' import-
ance, anyway: ..::'iVr : , : ' J'!

I ' think that the annual reniai ! ine
government is securing is worth- - about
half as - much as the lands themselves

" ' ' 'are worths ;

What are the facts about any other
" "' ' ' "experiment? t i

Another tract of about' 1000 acres
was. opened : ujr In the- - dry 'section of
Kula. That"'traet was cut up into 60

acre lots. I" thinlC5 mistake i was
made- - aUthe time, and : to be frank, I

was . very,' much against opening up

the. lands at alL
When ' were they , opened up ?

In : Governor Carter's administra-
tion. - f- - ;i-

You say. that you were not to favor
of it at the. time?
Pol iticar-Pressur- e -

No-.i-l was-no- t Jn-favo- r of it They
were opening-the- m up as agricultural
lands and they were only second-clas- s

nasture landsi. tblnkv It was simply
yielding to political: preesure that the
tract was opened up.

What- - do you mean oy poirucaj
pressure?:.; y-.

We4tke influence of quite a num
ber of people was brought to bear on
the subject, and It: was openedup.1
As I Eay, If it had been opened up as
pasture land it wouldhave: been bet--

1 to take it up in 50 acre lots?
1 don thThkuthey; were

b0metadi-n- m w
bona fide

from IS to 21 years f age. . ;

i were" they boys an men. or
were some of them girls?
f-- Some of them were girls. ;

Hew-were- -. they going to acquire
them go-u- p and live on the land?

; The-- sons and" daughters lived? there
and the old men work the land. ;

Did. Jthey finally, acqnlrepatent?
': Yes, they finally acquired. . patent

What have they done with-it- ?

.' Well the four tracts are' fenced In
common and pigs, are, being raised
on. the land....,-- 5 ..' ,

It Is not a very high grade of land.
f then?

No. it Is second-clas- s pasture land.
What, aboutany. other experiment?

Before FrearV Administration, 5 1:
.. There are one or two other experi-

ments Right here" I would explain
that;' jthose experiments'; to- - which I
have referred were; made before: Gov
ernor Frear's. administration, ;
' What since that tlmeY . ::

Several' different times there have
been; applications-fo- r homesteads and
the opening--. up,of ; tracts; la one or
two: instances I was instrumental - in
keeping' the tracts . from being, opened
up. When to ' my. mind the conditions
did-no- t warrant" their being opened I
spoke very; One tract of
land: has- - been opened; mp recently
which lies ; . between JJakawao .- - and.
Ollna.' I have .had more, or less to d
with. that:' r:;-;-- "v yy, . ;,' -- :

y Fishen What kind- - of 'land; is It?
. Aikens So far lb has only-- been-- used
as .pasture: lani. ,1- - do not know: of.
anything .so farv.thj could be. profits
ably grown" upon that ; tract , ,That . is
the-reaso- n why I have so:faf opposed
it r--A ranchv corporation- - has. been
trying' to secure st from, the govern-
ment . t feel that the goveramrat
should hold on , to those . lands and
some time they can be-- used for some-
thing besides grazing Tand.i . i
;. Fishen vIIave there' been any de-man- ds

for homesteading iand - under
your jurisdiction where the land was
adapfed,tasthe cultivation. 6f coffee,
cane or pineapples? :? ;;'; V

.iAikent ; . The? tract which " they are
now homrateadlng . at Haiku . and
which ;was. opened' last, year," is suit-
able ;,for pineapples iVuy

Fisher: , TelU is,.aboutt that; f how
large a tract is thatr r " , - :

The Haiku Unds. y', y
Aikent? This was originally private

landvowned iby a plantation- - interest
there. At ; the time ..of --Governor Car-
ter's administration J recommended
that, the . government, try ta secure
possession of this tract' by. exchange.
There was some-lan- d that-cou-ld --have
been'c exchanged for it nwhich would
have; been; of value-to- , the" plantation,
but -- as , far as, the. government's pur-
poses were, concerned, it is practically
valueless;- - - f ; therefore 'recommended
an ?; exchange, f .However-- - Governor
Carter jdid. not : take 'the matter -- up;
and when Governor Frear came into
office; and durimr: his: first visit" to
MauiI brought the matter-o- p to-hii-a

and he immediately took It up,i saw.
the advantage we .could gain by own-
ing it?; and --put the deal through; ac--.
quiring the land ' ypy '

Fisher t What; hadMt been: used - for
prior, to its, acqulrementby,- - the--: gov
ernment? v yy :MX'yy:- - y;yJ?-"P'- .

; , Aiken: Just pasture land:
Fisher : What do you -think'; that

iand is In fact;; adapted to?
- - Aiken In my.' opinion that Is ;. the
best pineapple land In the: Territory.
. Fisher: : What , has , been the history

of its i use - since : it was acquired by
the-- Territory?: M
; ; Aikent Itwas. opened :up- - for home
steadlng- last year and given out to
a settlement: association ther Calif or--

nla.Seitiement Association. The chief
holders. of tte : lands, are white set
tlers .. and most ..olithem from Galifof
nia. I will say without- - therrleast hesr
itation that that r is the first real
homesteadlng, in.my mind, that1 has
been carried on in - the Territory.

Fishery 'How large i are-- the tracts
there?M-.- -. - r.; tyy-- 'v-.- :

. Aiken:-Approximate- ly 40 acrea
' Fisherr. And haw-.man-y- of them
have .been, taken .up?. -,- i- y'
. Aiken: About 24 or; 25, I think. ,

Fisher : And are they--: all - white
settlers?;'--- ;

Aiken: I think'' so:--

r Fisher:; How large a ? portion of
them are ' from the .mainland ?.1..

Aiken r About half of themr .

Fisher: How did people on 'the
mainland learn about f the lands and
become 'interested inthem?y Aiaen : Well, ; I think-the- r: learned
about them from parties here.

Fisher Thent-som- e people here In
terested- - themaelve in gettin& set
tiers . from . California? :

. . ,. .

Aiken : YeS I- - think so. V.

Fisher: Were there any other ap
plicants for the land, other, than those
people?::";'-":.- ; : y::y-P'yy:- y:

Aiken: f I had never' received- - any
application. There was more or less
taikv about opening the. lands and a
number of individual Portuguese came
to me from time to' time and asked
about the land, but nobody really ap-

plied for It At that? timer an-- of Octal
application had , to .be made at the
maid office here ' in Honolulu I : had
never ' seen any-- other official' appli-
cations at all: : -

: Fisher : Have the people actually
gone on the groundto live?'' ? 5

.Aiken:. .Most of them are not re.
quired - to be --there until next - April ;
the-land- s were taken up : entirely; un-
der right of purchase lease. .

Transportation Problem.
Fisher : Now take the transporta-

tion facilities there Aow are: they?
- Aiken r Well,v that is' one--; of' the
things that I have; been rather agitat
ing with the governor.

v The - law
states that the proceeds derived from
the sale of public lands may be 'used
for. the. building ot roads... Now the
pineapple business': is an expensive
one. to glH staxtedi - It ; cost about $123
an acre to 'get the lands planted.
- Fisher; He has to put that much

money In in addition to his labor?' :

v Aiken :r Yes. In addition to . plow
ing, clearing the lands and the pur--
chase of ;the-pla- nt I. ;

- Fisher: Does that include his own
labor?

P"i ::iy:
jyj '::';. v?;;r' ":;";
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Aiken : Yes, I guess that would, in-
clude hfs own labor; which of course
is of some value. ; Under the right; of
purchase lease system we are not sup,
posed to receive any money on the
purchase price for three years. There-
fore there is no money eoming in with

, which to build- - roadsv . .;. ,
.

1

Fisher: - That is the road question;
what , about the question .of steamboat
and rail? :yU '

f - y'v'
Aiken: - We will i have ' excellent

transportation facilities f within the
next few, months. ; We have ; a.'r good
harbor, and - steamers . running direct
from New York and San Francisco td
Kahululj. and; within the next six' or
eight months we will have a railroad
completed right , to this - homestead
tract,. y

v
r

'

i.yj yys ij.yyy'
. Fisher: What are the rates to be

on the' road? "
.:-

- y..- - 'y
vt Aikeft: - I don't know; the card of
rates jhaa not -- been issued. :v

Are the" dock facilities' owned by
the railroad company," r the Govern-
ment or the steamship company ?- - ;
- They are owned by the railroad.

r, Wlll the freight have to be sent out
by wire cable or will there be dock-
age facilities?: '

. ; : ; , ;.r ;;:-.''-

'

v It will- - have to be sent out now by
lighter. : v; ; - :. ;
. What does it cost to lighter freight

. there? v,-.-::.;- .' ;. -- '

Well they charge usually at - the
rate of $2.00 to $2.50 a ton for rail-
road freight and lighterage. ' ' C - i.

V Then it costs from $2.00 . to $2.G0
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from the plantation into th
Aiken; Yes. . . : .

Fisher: Dce3 the beat t!
rect from there to San Fr'rdoes the freight to f3"Vshipped? :.. .

Aiken : y Goes direct to C-- n. :'.
cisca . v..-.- . :

"What Is the freight from th--Sa- n"

Francisco?
- T think about $3.00 a tc- - (

freight rate to New York (A
most of our freight to New Ycr'
Mexico; is $0.60 a hundred ia t. .

lots. . .' . ,.
" For'the , ton, ..or entirely ly t

hundred? - . .
'

pay entirely by 'the hur.fr-- :
carload lot3. , ,

: Have there ever been any ait: :

to homestead government case 1

on Maul? .

; There are.no carie lands be'.zr.
to the Government 4in Jlaul, ex.
some narrow strips near- - the rr.
tains which have been under L.but which leases have rot ex;r l
- Fisher: What 13 bein- - dena x.:
those lands? V. . ; v .

' Aiken: , An application ha3 t-

made by some, plantation ' fcr a r

newal of the lease. - These laad3 z
not large: in areas; in fact, they c
small tracts. '.

Would they be. appropriate f
homesteads? .

It Is a mere matter of secun:
water to the lands. ; Without .v.--t

: (Continued 'on Pas 7)
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NEW ARMY ACT JO LTS OFFICERS,

FIRE AT SCHOFIELD BARRACKS,

y.m".c.a.'readyfor'fall work,
dr. marshall operated qu successfully,

Are titles of news items that appeared
in this paper YEERDAY twenty-fo- ur

hojirs ago and were given to the
public while they were news


